
OLVER SPEAKS OUT ON IRAQ ON LOCAL PUBLIC RADIO

  
WASHINGTON - The following is a transcript of a radio story           aired on WFCR radio on April 28, 2004. The story is based on an interview           conducted by Chad Pergram of Public Radio International           (PRI) on April           21, 2004 in Washington D.C.

           KAREN BROWN OF WFCR: Western Massachusetts Congressman           John Olver says he is worried about U.S. action in Iraq as military           battles intensify. Chad Pergram reports from Capitol Hill.

           CHAD PERGRAM OF PRI: Olver believes the U.S. made           a fundamental mistake when it overthrew Saddam Hussein's regime.           Troops failed to secure all the weapons, ammo and ammunitions, that           have helped insurgents battle American forces mano-y-mano in Fallujah           and other Iraqi hot spots.

           CONGRESSMAN JOHN OLVER: The impacts over the long           haul are going to go on for probably decades. 

           PERGRAM: Olver believes the failure to locate weapons           of mass destruction skews global perception of the U.S. mission in           Iraq.

           OLVER: It looks like an attack upon Islam per se,           as opposed to the terrorist organizations.

           PERGRAM: Olver argues that is a fundamental flaw           in the Bush administration's war plan, and it's an attempt           to link the Iraq operation with the war on terrorism.

           OLVER: The assertion is that the connection was strong           between Al-Qaeda and Saddam Hussein, there just wasn't any. All           of the people, not one of them, the people involved in 9/11, came out           of Iraq. They all, almost all, came out of Saudi Arabia, our good friend           and ally supposedly. Saudi Arabia is where they came from.

           PERGRAM: Olver says the Bush administration's misplaced focus           on Iraq could actually create more terrorists than those who are being           captured or killed. For WFCR, I'm Chad Pergram on Capitol Hill. 
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